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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-17 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 11, 12, 15, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 discloses plural viewers, which is not clear in the claim what they mean. 
The other claims listed above disclose data reference viewers and have the 
same reason for the rejection with claim . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 3 to 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Sloane (U.S. Patent No. 5,619,991). 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,891 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3626 

A. As per clai m 1 , Sloane discloses a health care system that manages a health 
condition, guides the improvement and grasps the effect (Sloane; abstract), 
comprising: 

(i) a computer system provided with a database (Sloane; col. 2, 
line 65 to col. 3, Iine14); 

(11) plural viewers for referring to the contents of the database 
(Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col. 3, Iine14); 

(iii) a terminal (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to coL3, Iine14); and 

(iv) a channel mutually connecting the computer system, the 
viewers and the terminal (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col. 3, Iine14), 
wherein: 

(v) the computer system includes means for registering 
individual information and vital information respectively sent from 
the terminal in the database (Sloane; col. 3, lines 48-51), means for 
registering a comment sent from the viewer in the database 
(Sloane; col.4, lines 5-9) and means for calculating database 
management expenses and charging the expenses (Sloane; 
col.4, lines 5-9); 

(vi) the viewer includes means for referring to the database and 
means for sending the comment related to the vital information to 
the computer system (Sloane; coL7, lines 20-25); and 
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(vii) the terminal includes means for sending the vital information 
to the computer system and means for referring to the database 
(Sloane; col.3,lines 48-51). 

B. As per clai m 3, Sloane discloses the health care system according to claim 2, 
wherein: the health care institution is a medical institution or a health service 
supplier or both the medical institution and the health service supplier (Sloane; 
col.2, lines 14-21). 

C. As per claim 4, Sloane discloses the health care system according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

i. the health care database server is provided with a health related 
information database (Sloane; col.2, lines 21-24); and 

ii. the health care data reference viewer includes means for 
requesting the health care database server to register information 
provided to the customer as advice information out of information in the 
health related information database in the information provision database 
(Sloane; col.2, lines 21-24). 

D. As per claim 5, Sloane discloses the health care system according to claim 4, 
wherein: the health care database server includes means for individually setting 
access authority to the information provision database as a database every 
customer (Sloane; coL6, lines 54-59). 

E. As per clai m 6, Sloane discloses the health care system according to claim 5, 
further comprising: 
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i. a specific individual terminal connected to the Internet (Sloane; 
col. 2, lines 62-65 and Fig. 1), wherein: 

ii. the health care database server includes means for giving access 
authority to a database of a specific customer out of the information 
provision databases to the specific individual terminal (Sloane; col. 3, lines 
56-60); and 

iii. the specific individual terminal includes means for referring to the 
database to which the access authority is given (Sloane; col. 3, lines 54- 
56). 

E. As per clai m 8, Sloane discloses the health care method according to claim 7, 
further comprising: 

i. a step for requesting the health care database server to register 
information provided to the customer as advice information by the health 
care data reference viewer out of information in a health related 
information database of the health care database server in the information 
provision database via the Internet (Sloane; col.1, lines 56-62 and col. 3, 
lines 54-56). 

F. As per claim 9, Sloane discloses the health care method according to claim 8, 
further comprising: a step that the health care database server individually sets 
access authority to the information provision database as a database every 
customer (Sloane; coL1, lines 56-62 and col. 3, lines 54-56). 
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G. As per claim 10, Sloane discloses the health care method according to claim 
9, further comprising: 

i. a step that the health care database server gives access authority 
to a database of a specific customer out of the information provision 
databases to a specific individual terminal (Sloane; col. 3, lines 56-60); and 

ii. a step that the specific individual terminal refers to the database to 
which access authority is given (Sloane; col.6, lines 54-59). 

H. As per claim 12, Sloane discloses the server computer system according to 
claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

i. a health related information database (Sloane; col.1, lines 47-56); 
and 

ii. means for registering information provided to the customer as 
advice information by the health care data reference viewer out of 
information in the health related information database in the information 
provision database (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col.3, Iine14). 

I. As per claim 13, Sloane discloses the server computer system according to 
claim 12, comprising: means for individually setting access authority to the 
information provision database as a database every customer (Sloane; col.6, 
lines 54-59). 

J. As per claim 14, Sloane discloses the server computer system according to 
claim 13, further comprising: means for giving access authority to a database of a 
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specific customer out of the information provision databases to a specific 
individual terminal connected to the Internet (Sloane; col. 3, lines 52-60). 
K. As per clai m 16, Sloane discloses the machine-readable data storage 
medium according to claim 15, wherein: 

i. a program for instructing a computer system to further execute 
processing for registering information provided to the customer as advice 
information by the health care data reference viewer out of information in a 
health related information database in the information provision database 
is recorded (Sloane; col. 7, lines 20-25). 

E. As per clai m 17, Sloane discloses the machine-readable data storage 
medium according to claim 16, wherein: 

ii. a program for instructing a computer system to further execute 
processing for individually setting access authority to the information 
provision database as a database every customer is recorded (Sloane; 
col.6, lines 54-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 2, 7, 11, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sloane (U.S. Patent No. 5,619,991) in view of Phillips (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,597,742). 

A. As per clai m 2, Sloane discloses a health care system that manages a health 
condition, guides the improvement and grasps the effect (Sloane; abstract), 
comprising: 

i. a health care database server used by a provider (Sloane; col.2, 
line 65 to col. 3, Iine14); 

ii. plural health care data reference viewers used by a health care 
institution (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col. 3, Iine14); 

iii. a home health care terminal used by a customer of the health care 
institution (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col. 3, Iine14); and 

iv. the Internet mutually connecting the health care database server, 
the health care data reference viewers and the home health care terminal 
(Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col. 3, Iine14), wherein: 

V. the health care database server is provided with a vital information 
database and an information provision database (Sloane; col.3, lines 48- 
60); 

vi. the health care database server includes means for accepting an 
order for database management business from the health care institution 
and registering the individual data of the customer (Sloane; col.3, lines 54- 
60), means for registering vital information sent from the home health care 
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terminal in the vital information database (Sloane; col.3, lines 50-51), 
means for registering a comment sent from the health care data reference 
viewer in the information provision database (Sloane; col.3, lines 54-60) 
and means for calculating database management expenses and charging 
the health care institution the expenses; 

vii. the health care data reference viewer includes means for referring 
to the vital information database and means for sending a comment 
related to the vital information of the customer in the vital information 
database to the health care database server (Sloane; col. 2, line 65 to 
col.3, Iine14); and 

viii. the home health care terminal includes means for sending the vital 
information of the customer to the health care database server and means 
for referring to the information provision database (Sloane; col.3, lines 48- 
60). 

Sloane fails to expressly teach calculating expenses and charging 
the healthcare institution, per se, since it appears that Sloane is 
more directed to bill the patient (Sloane; coL4, lines 52-58). 
However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Phillips. 

In particular, Phillips discloses a data handling and processing 
system, wherein the system does collection, calculation and 
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compilation of all charges on any desired periodic basis (Phillips; 
col. 2, lines 3-11). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined delivery of medical 
services using electronic data communications disclosed by Sloane 
within calculation and compilation of all charges on any desired 
periodic basis taught by Phillips with the motivation of the charges 
are free of transmission errors and skilled personnel are freed from 
time consuming clerical duties (Phillips; col. 2, lines 6-11). 
B. As p er claim 7, Sloane discloses a health care method for managing a health 
condition, guiding the improvement and grasping the effect (Sloane; abstract), 
comprising: 

i. a step that a health care database server accepts an order for 
database management business from a medical institution or a health 
service supplier and registers the individual data of a customer of the 
medical institution or the health service supplier (Sloane; col. 3, lines 56- 
60); 

ii. a step for sending the vital information of the customer from a home 
health care terminal to the health care database server via the Internet 
(Sloane; col. 3, lines 56-60 and col. 2, lines 62-65); 

iii. a step for registering the sent vital information in a vital information 
database of the health care database server (Sloane; coL3, lines 50-51); 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,891 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 3626 

iv. a step that a health care data reference viewer of the medical 
institution or the health service supplier refers to the vital information 
database via the Internet (Sloane; col. 3, lines 50-51 and col.2, line 65 to 
col. 3, line 14); 

V. a step for sending a comment related to the vital information of the 
customer from the health care data reference viewer to the health care 
database server via the Internet (Sloane; col. 3, lines 50-51 and col.2, line 
65 to col.3, line 14); 

vi. a step for registering the sent comment in an information provision 
database of the health care database server (Sloane; col. 7, lines 20-25); 

vii. a step that the home health care terminal refers to the information 
provision database via the Internet (Sloane; col.2, line 65 to col.3, line 14); 
and 

viii. a step that the health care database server calculates database 
management expenses and charges the medical institution or the health 
service supplier the expenses. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Sloane to include 
calculation and compilation of all charges (as taught by Phillips) is 
as addressed above in the rejection of claim 2 and incorporated 
herein. 

C. As per claim 11, Sloane discloses a server computer system, comprising: 
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i. a health care data reference viewer via the Internet used by a 
medical institution or a health service supplier (Sloane; col. 2, line 65 to 
col. 3, line 14); 

ii. a home health care terminal via the Internet used by a customer of 
the medical institution or the health service supplier (Sloane; col. 2, line 65 
to col. 3, line 14); and 

iii. a vital information database and an information provision database 
mutually connected (Sloane; col.6, lines 52-59), wherein: the server 
computer system includes: 

iv. means for accepting an order for database management business 
from the medical institution or the health service supplier and registering 
the individual data of the customer (Sloane; col. 3, lines 56-60); 

V. means for registering vital information sent from the home health 
care terminal in the vital information database (Sloane; col. 3, lines 48-60); 

vi. means for registering a comment sent from the health care data 
reference viewer in the information provision database; (Sloane; col. 7, 
lines 20-25) and 

vii. means for calculating database management expenses and 
charging the medical institution or the health service supplier the 
expenses. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Sloane to include 
calculation and compilation of all charges (as taught by Phillips) is 
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as addressed above in the rejection of claim 2 and incorporated 
herein. 

D. As per claim 15, Sloane discloses a machine-readable data storage medium 
that records a program for instructing a computer system to execute: 

1. processing for accepting an order for database management 
business from a medical institution or a health service supplier and 
registering the individual data of a customer of the medical institution or 
the health service supplier (Sloane; col. 6, lines 54-59); 

ii. processing for registering vital information sent from a home health 
care terminal used by the customer via the Internet in a vital information 
database (Sloane; col. 2, lines 62-65 and col. 4, line 5-9 and Fig. 1); 

iii. processing for registering a comment sent from a health care data 
reference viewer used by the medical institution or the health service 
supplier via the Internet in an information provision database (Sloane; col. 

2, line 65 to col. 3, line 14); and 

iv. processing for calculating database management expenses and 
charging the medical institution or the health service supplier the 
expenses. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Sloane to include 
calculation and compilation of all charges (as taught by Phillips) is 
as addressed above in the rejection of claim 2 and incorporated 
herein. 



Application/Control Number: 09/900,891 



Art Unit: 3626 



Page 14 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used arts teach "Home medical system and 
medical apparatus for use therewith" 5,339,821, "Method and apparatus for coordinating 
concurrent updates to a medical information database" 5,546,580, "Medical system for 
at-home patients" 5,785,650, "Health management process control system" 5,960,403, 
"Multi-user remote health monitoring system" 6,101,478, "Remote health monitoring and 
maintenance system" 6,168,563. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dilek B. Cobanoglu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

10. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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